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" A fine-looking man, with broad powerful face, and a
forehead which, though not high, is instinct with capacity."

The interpreting was weak, but Rosebeiy gathered
that Arabi had intended to make the Mahdi Governor
of some part of the Sudan, and that he could not see
why parliamentary institutions should not work in
Egypt. When Rosebery mentioned the sixty million
Mohammedans in India, Arabi observed that people
who were well governed would stand by their rulers,
rather boldly applying the same consideration to the
Government of Turkey.

" On leaving him he informed me that this was the happiest
hour he had spent in Ceylon, the Oriental method, I suppose,
of saying good-bye.

" Thompson, the Australian bookmaker, and his family,
five in number, had come to see the famous exile, lying in
wait under the verandah. When I looked round Joe had got
Arabi tight by the right hand, which he was shaking with
agonizing vehemence."

The other event of their stay was an excursion to
Kandy (February 5th). It is a fascinating place, and
the travellers were enchanted by the gardens of
Perediniya, with their colossal bamboos and flowering
trees, and by the town with its temples and silent
lake. The same evening they started homewards.
Rosebery left Ceylon in a mood not less exalted than
when he first got sight of it, and again tried to
embalm his sensations in words :

** In these two days it seems to me that I have lived nine
lives of a cat. I have never in years, I think, received so
many absolutely new impressions. I feel like the blind man
whose eyelids were anointed with the clay laid on by the
Messiah's hand : I did not believe there was a sensation so
novel left in the world, or rather a world so novel left for
sensation. It is a golden dream to carry through life, a life
which must always be brighter for this one little ray of the
rare Eastern sunshine let in through a chink of time into the
foggy chamber of a British existence."